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L yndsey Brantley, CEO of Camellia Alise, is one 
of the most inspiring Female Business Owners 
in Houston, TX. Camellia Alise is a natural and 
organic skin care product line based out of 

Houston, Texas. 

Brantley graduated from Lamar University with a 
degree in Civil and Structural Engineering. She was 
laid off   from the oil and gas industry and in need of 
work. So, she started working in a medical spa and 
a body wrap clinic. During her time at the medical 
spa, she became fond of the processes and decided 
to get certifi ed as a medical aesthetics practitioner. 
Although she was called back to work in the oil and 
gas industry in 2011, she had a strong desire to cre-
ate skin care products. 

In 2012, she started Crave Radiance, a skin care 
line that off ered facial scrubs and lotions. However, 
Brantley’s debut line failed due to lack of direction. 
Brantley was determined not to allow this minor 
setback to stop her. She wanted to be prepared this 
time for operating a business. She started taking 
small business classes at the University of Houston. 
While taking classes, she met a business owner who 
would later became her mentor. Her mentor was 
very upfront and helped Brantley develop her prod-
uct and brand. “She called my baby ugly,” Brantley 
stated in reference to her product. It was this kind 
of mentorship that motivated Brantley and inspired 
her to address her own personal struggles in order 
to build her business. After suff ering with Polycys-

tic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS), which is a condition in 
which women have high levels of male hormones. 
Some symptoms include menstrual irregularity, 
excess hair growth, acne, and obesity and more. Al-
though, it is not talked about frequently she knew 
that she was not the only one dealing with condi-
tion. Over 7 million women between the ages of 15 
to 44 have PCOS in the United States and over 70% 
of women are living with the condition and are un-
aware. 

While researching skin care products that were ben-
efi cial to women with PCOS, she mostly came across 
harmful products made up of not much more than 
alcohol. Her next mission was to determine what 
specifc problem she wanted her product to focus 
on. She set out to eliminate ingrown hairs and ra-
zor bumps. Finally, after three years of looking for 
the right combination by testing the product her-
self and clients in which she worked with Brantley 
launched Camellia Alise. Camellia Alise, which is 
named after a japanese oil known as tea seed oil. It 
comes from the seeds of Camellia Sinensis, the plant  
from which all the tea is made. 

In 2016, Brantley pitched an idea to the City of Hous-
ton Lift-Off  Competition, Lift-Off  Houston is the City 
of Houston’s annual business plan competition that 
aims to empower Houstonians with business litera-
cy education and mentorship to start their own busi-
ness while contributing to the local growth and sus-
tainability of the Houston economy. Although, the 
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competition was challenging, she was ready for every question that 
she was asked only to be told that she needed to re-do her prototype. 
She had now gone through three prototypes as well as switching up 
the product labels to look more appealing. After revamping her busi-
ness a few times, she now has a brand that can be sold at any retail lo-
cation. Brantley continued to enter into pitch competitions, winning 
over $10,000 in prizes. She never gave up hope and continued to find 
ways to better her business. On November 5, 2017 Brantley was able 
to open a storefront location in Downtown Houston with two other 
female business owners. Make Her Boutique was a collaborative bou-
tique that featured not only Camellia Alise products but also, Brenda 
Grands Jewelry and State Line Designs by Ellyse Espinoza. 

Camellia Alise is now located in Essentials Body Bar located at 2514 
Kingston St. Unit 1 Houston, TX 77019 and offers spa products, facial 
cocktails, infrared weight loss wraps and cleansing facials. Camellia 
Alise products are Leaping Bunny Certified, 100% Natural, Vegan, An-
imal Cruelty Free and Organic. Camellia Alise is WBE (Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise) and MBE (Minority Business Enterprise) Certified. 

AVID: So Lyndsey, every business owner has some failures. What are 
some of your major failures?

Lyndsey: Learning what it takes to be a retail brand is what I would 
say was one of my biggest failures. I went through the design, logo 
and packaging stage three times before I got it right. That’s number 
one. Number two was a business partner. After having a marketing 
meeting, I learned that the partnership was not what I needed at the 
time because we did not have the same direction. During that mar-
keting meeting I was so caught up in my ex-business partner that I 
overlooked qualities in the marketing consultant that I did not need 
to hire. 

AVID: How do you balance being a wife, mother, engineer, and busi-
ness owner? 

Lyndsey: Lots of prayer, having a support system, and a lack of sleep. 

AVID: If you could give any advice to someone who wants to start a 
business, what would you advise?

Lyndsey: I would say work for that business first for at least two years. 
If you love it then go for it but you want to get that experience. 

AVID: If you had to choose one product that caters to most of your 
customers, what would it be?

Lyndsey: The facial shaving scrub is a very unique product and noth-
ing on the market matches it at this point. However, exfoliating before 
you shave your face is often overlooked. Gently exfoliating with Ca-
mellia Alise Pre-Shave Exfoliate will remove dead skin cells and im-
prove circulation of blood throughout the body and keep you from 
getting those pesky razor bumps and ingrown hairs.

Camellia Alise products are offered in Hotel Alexandria, Essential Body Bar and online at www.camelliaalise.com. 
For more information contact Camellia Alise at (832) 384-4608 or by email info@camelliaalise.com. 
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Bold Start Shaving System
Firm Up Cellulite
Fresh Start Shaving Kit
Pure Radiance Daily Fash Wash
Sleek Glide Luxury Shave Cream
Smooth Intentions Luxury Shave
Pre-Shave Scrub
Finishing Touch Skin Renewal Post 
Shave Oil
Slick Finish Skin Renewal Post Shave 
Oil
Camellia Alise Natural Candles

Prices range from $5.00 to $45.00 
All products can be purchased online at www.camelliaalise.com 
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